Early in May of the following year, 1917, accompanied by a'couple of young assistants I motored to the region, keenly watching for birds of this species, en route. Upon our arrival we scattered in different directions for an hour's search, but found nothing.
Jn two of the sets the eggs were all individually embedded in the baked earth to a depth of one-eighth to one-fourth of an inch, evidently having seltled when the surface of the ground was reduced to soft mud by rain-water coiletting in the slight depressions. As the ground dried the eggs were fixed in a perfect mould or matrix, from which they could not roll. In fact thtJy could Ilartlly be disturbed at. all hy the sitting birds. The only nesting material was it srnail quantity of fine, dry rootlets aild dead "crowns" of gramma grass, the eggs iu some instances being slightly crnhetld(~d in this lining.
As it is also present in all other depressions on the prairie it is highly prohablc that here as elsewhere it was tlcl)osited ahollt the eggs by the wind and not through thr agency of the birds themselves. (SW figure 25.) eggs. He reported that on this occasion one bird remained close by all the time he was in the vicinity of the nest, with wings outspread and making much fuss. She was the first to be observed making demonstrations of this character. These were the only perfectly fresh eggs taken.
On May 18, 1918, we visited tbc ground covered last year, and after tramping until hot and weary, entered the auto for a. rest, slowly running the machine back and forth across the prairie.
A bird was finally spotted, sitting bolt upright on its nest, but twenty or thirty yards distant.
After watching for a while, Ludwig, my assistant, cnntio\lsly approach(~d with tile can~~ra to wilhin perhaps thirty feet, when the l)ird left the nest, which contained, as usual, three eggs. Then followed an unusual demonstration to attract the photographer from t,he vicinity.
Spreading her wings horizontally to their extreme width while standing, then falling flat with her ncsck and wings extended their full length on the ground, at times with beak open (see figure 2G) , she retreated as he approached, or followed closely as he returned towards the Ilest. These antics were repeated until finally the camera was set up wit,lr one foot of the tripotl witbiii a foot, or so of the u(' st., with a view of getting an exposure through the use of a string attachment,.
During the focusing of thtl camera the bird eshibited great agitation, dane- But one Ibird was present on this occasion; mhe11 t,he rggs were blown they proved to be about one-half advanced in incubation.
On May 22, in the same vicinity and under similar conditiolts, we spott.ed a bird running about forty feet ahead of the machine. A short search soon located the nest and eggs, and Mr. Figgins, my companion on this trip, spent considerable time in an ui1successfuI effort to photograph the bird. She cvidenccd no interest or solicitude whatsoever, but contiuucd short runs just out of range and finally took wing, an unusual occurrence under the circumstances. Nor did she return while we were photographing the nest and collecting the eggs, or during the considerable time we afterwards spent there. These eggs were the farthest advanced in incubation of any taken, being nearly ready to hatch.
In the case of the only perfectly fresh set of eggs taken, the parent, as stated, was very solicitous; in the half incubated set the bird exhibited extreme anxiety and aggressiveness; whereas, with the set about ready to hatch the parent cared for nothing but a quick escape. None of the others evidenced more than casual, if any, interest in our proceedings. All of which rather "bdlis up" Lhe theory I held, that the nearer the completion of incubation the more solicitous the parent. All eggs were comparatively fresh except one set taken on May 20, 1917, and the two sets taken, as stated, this year, and there was usually but one bird present. I have had no opportunity to study the parents with their young.
The fact that this many sets of Mountain Plover eggs were taken within the comparatively small area of probably one-half by one and one-half miles, together with my failure to note them on many other collecting trips on the 
